Lirbam materials sk o gabranised mecal
are softencd by lush planting, inchading the _—- .
sweetsmelling lancy purge Euphorbin T e S ——————————
meliena fcentre) and the purple
pom=pormE of Adlium "Globamarter’,
OPPOSITE, LEFT: Clirnbing plants surrawnd
the garden in & cascade of preen foliage.
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Elspeth Thompson explains how she created a beautiful garden in the tiny
back yard of her home in inner city Brixton. Photographs Maayke de Ridder

“THE HOHAUPSE ES GREAT, bt En goires o pet (mustrated Dy sich a

el ke, |remember -::n.'in;:: ko Fnashansd, whirn we first sow aur
Lo hoiise clevens yeirs ape. We bowght 51, i spite of 1y nabsgivings,
E.q|.'rc.5:l||i|||;11|:'.u1.'|rl: h-,';l:.an insice, | st aboni ||.|n1in5.1 |ir|:.' |'-.1I-,'h ol

Bare concrone jus seven evetnes by e inber thie gaeden of oy dreams:

1 ke @ vision of our n|'-,-r|-|,:q'_1n 'I-:iI'.;Is.-;i':-qli|1:'11|'::|-|i-.'|':l1|5:l Space

operrg direcily on 1o a Jush ourdoor room with dimbers scrambling
e ||i|;J1 white walls ared jasmine, hlies and other soented ]1I.1|'.-1-a

watiing their fragrance inside, We clad the
walli with chunky home-macle trellis amd,
ispired] by the comrtyand gardenierns of
Cordeha in Spair, strung them with potted
pelirganiiens while seaicing foe the climbers
tetablsh, When if Gime to ko, one
mmpontand deceson dictated the final dessgn.
B8 aonall spisth- vt I':n:iqu |.'|!|HL alyiuhl we
wrve the sumniest spot for plants o for sitting?
Ceacdually, the garden evolbeed 25 0 semeood
i of diffenent sives: a large sunmy raksad
decks (v, we wom |, 1 smaller lenver dec: by
e Fremch winsdors, 2 18 squiane mirmos
thiat e iacrinibed o the rear wall and simaller
gz in the trellis and gahanized mical
grilie that fornes a bridpe out e the zindan
reer the bursemend area biedony

_Fequires ‘abmost Zen

malnrenance’.

When chaoosing matermbs, we conldnt i!','_n-.!:ul ar city surroumd-
I-Ilg,x Heas i parle — muistic '-l.t']-rill the city — sopnelsow doesiy't cut it in
Brixtan, and | enjoyed usng second-hand scaffolding planks for the
decking. salvaged London stocks for the bricksork and old grey dust-
Istrs o ;l|.|n|ur-,-;|:.1.m~|.1 i from the street when the council |:-mu1.:||1
im the hideous plastic whedie bins, Limmitmg oursclves 1o white-
patited woud, brick and metal kept things smpke = vital in a small
space — ansl Eleft it 5o the plans to proside the contrasting curves amd
= sofince. I've kng believed in the dramatic

imipact of Large furniture incsmadl roomsand,
as the ganden was, o elfect, a high-walled
oy withawst a ceiling. continued this
philsaphy sutsids by Alling the wide back
beend wiikhy bodd archigectural foliage plans
such s barboos, bear's breeches (Acamtling
ragies ], e honsey SpuTRe I-'l.'r'lrn:rr'.'.i.-e mvellifera,
a huzalthy tree fern, spear-like aaelias and 1he
ROTREOLES 51.I.|Iq{l-!,|'\.. Rrey-Rree Meliarhies
reuatpr, ikl 1ts pinkinig-sheanad e
Scented dlimbers such as jasmene, star
jasimine | Traefnelospermium fasmumles) arml
Fathoellin dminialia o aroa il Ehee waalls,
along with a crinssen ghory vise (Vs coggne-
Faae) ard Cleamane psrdioe, whiose bloams

afe srpvaive dbeair ke Buaisloe every spsie
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| Abcented Pefargonium s
==Ahced within arm's reach

igll::inth of ity leaves
- Febaxied i pwoed poont, 2
= P —

o Lt#-urb:lerh excellent for
 attracting bees and
- 'IﬁﬁE"_rﬂlcl o the garden.

The little London garden came into its own: almost zero
maintenance, great for summer lunches with friends,
and a peaceful, shady haven after busy days in town’

The white moe"Madame Abfred Carrigre” has finally framed the anch
around the Fremch windows, while alliums, lavender and bearded iris
provide colsur amid the siher, white and green.

A few vears api, [ got the urge for more space, and began dividing
iy b Bt Lonsdon and the ssoth aoast, whirre o beanmlbe
strewn plot arcund 2 heise made from Victorian raibway carmiages
bzt Y XL ]:II:I.'lle:\:L The lire Londan Eanim LT LD DR T
almost zero maimntenance [an anneyd :-.prinh- and aubiemn clear- e arud
riatlch, ansd day poday postering), grem for sumemer hunches with
Erienls, and a peaceful, shady haven adier busy dings in tovn. Far from
besimgg frustrating, it is even now evolving. [ try different spring bualbs
eIy amel eanfess 1o being delighted when the odd phant gives up
the ghast and abliges me o by a replacement, Ive added & micsai
Eaipe pop 1 macves and Bluss and replaced the jumble of pots and
planters with two enarmaus gabvanized metal trowghs (one for herbs
arsl the other for salad . And only last mombh, afier lengaly dedibera-
tiear, | dugg up sy winter-Bawering cherry tree, which was being
svearnped by the dimbers, and arm enjoyving secing the astelis and
Metniaithies Bourish in the mervased space and gt Afler more thana
decade, even the smallest of gardens still packs the poiver to surprise. s

Further information
= e London Gorclener, by Ehpeth Thompson. s a pads to all aspecis
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PLANT MOTERBODK
Elspeth Thompson lists her favsarice
pants for 2 small urban g;.rd'm

ALLILIMS

| gricees rridrny chifferent alkurns — 1he
large mawse pom-pom heads of

A Glsbemamer (pictured]) and

A ppordeum pack the most punch
ACANTHLUS MOLLIS

| b (e Floiey seralbng wanter faluge
a5 mixch as the spines of white and
Fradmve flenaers, Kewn well watersd bo

a0 povedeny midew,

FOEMICLILLIM VLLGARE "PLIRPURELIM'

Fenmels habit of sellseedng al over the
garden makes for lovely unespected plar
carmbrationd The seeds are debemas toa
OXALS TRIANGLILARIS
TATROPLIRPLIRES

s dark triampular berves make this 2 *
stnning ground cover plant = and great
coitrast with sheers ard (reh greens




against the sunny soath-fcing
house wall, along with aromatic
! herbs which flourish in a farge




